





(1983:95) intensification suggests an increase in energy cost
for the hunter-gatherer. The lack of evidence for these points
was viewed by Beaton (1983:95) as reason to refute models
based on economic growth. Increased productivity based
primarily on the Late Holocene development of fish traps was
questioned by Bird and Frankel (1991:9) as an indicator of
trade. They argued that fish trap technology might have
developed earlier.

The arguments presented here regarding specialisation
through accumulation are not based on site occupation,
increased number of sites, diet breadth or increased
production. Re-organisation of the cultural strategy is implied
by a trading strategy that accumulates goods. Specialisation in
stone axes, pituri production and trade increases resource
availability. The groups with more valued material goods can
out-compete other groups in the alliance network. Once the
valued resources are exclusively controlled then reciprocal
distribution inferred by the down-the line-exchange networks
such as between Glenormiston and Pandie Pandie is sufficient
to maintain social relations (Tibbett 2002). The seasonal timing
of the sharing of resources in the Lake Eyre Basin is a relevant
factor in examining risk-minimisation strategies. The timing
for ‘walkabout” at Boulia according to Roth (1897:Sect 224)
commenced when pituri is seen ‘knocking about’ for sale.

Population increases within the alliance network would
directly lessen the benefit of food-sharing. Either consciously
or unconsciously risk-minimisation might have developed into
competition for resources instead of economic equilibrium.
Accumulation of valued resources. places other groups at a
disadvantage even if the goods are exchanged reciprocally
within the social sphere. The model for the tracding relationship
between Glenormiston and Kopperamanna (Tibbett 2002).
suggested by the archaeological and ethno-historical evidence
seems to be based on different social and economic
foundations from the aggregation and exchange cycles in
southeast Queensland and the southern Highlands of New
South Wales.

Evidence for hypothesis

While Glenormiston and Kopperamanna are in the same
cultural alliance (Peterson 1976), the archaeological data and
ethnographies suggests that they were not in direct social
competition. Situated at opposite ends of the alliance network
they were probably not competing for access to the same
resources. Sahlins (1972:196) suggested that types of
reciprocity form a continuum, which correlate to kinship and
distance (Sahlins 1972:196). Reciprocity tends to be
generalised where kinship is close. and to decline in proportion
to distance. Trade or negative reciprocity between the
Rungarungawa., Wongkadjera and Julaolinja people at
Glenormiston with the Dieri groups from near Kopperamanna
and Lake Eyre is consistent with Sahlins’ (1972) reciprocal
continuum proposition.

The archaeological record suggests that Pandie Pandie or
Gason were the southern limits of the reciprocal network from
Glenormiston. This seems to accord well with the ethnographic
record. Aiston (1936:374) noted that up to 500 people waited
at Goyder’s Lagoon for the arrival of the traders. Trade with
the Dieri people from near Kopperamanna was probably
mutually beneficial to both parties involved but. importantly
for the Rungarungawa, Wongkadjera and Julaolinja Aboriginal
groups (Tindale 1974), the Dieri traders from the south of the
Lake Eyre Basin used the goods for home consumption
(Howitt 1891:77: Howitt 1904:11: Horne and Aiston 1924:
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Aiston 1936:373). These transactions kept the valued goods
from the social sphere of the Rungarungawa, Wongkadjera and
Julaolinja people until they participated in exchange.

Exchange in the Lake Eyre alliance might be more closely
related to competition and promoting the exchange of partners.
than achieving economic reciprocity. The evidence for
regionalisation seems to be closely related with the exchange
of stone axes in the Lake Eyre Basin. The estumated timings for
regionalisation; 4000 BP in southeast Queensland (Morwood
1987). 2500 BP in Cape York Peninsula (David 1991) and
1000 BP for the Bogong moth feasts (Flood 1999). might
suggest a late Holocene rather than a mid Holocene beginning
for the extensive exchange networks in the Lake Eyre Basin.
The earliest confirmed date for stone axes (river pebbles not
quarried) in the Mt [sa district at 1200 (Hiscock pers. comm.)
does not contradict this assumption, although the evidence is
not conclusive.

Summary

The development of a survival strategy in the form of
trade seems to be founded on a system of economic reciprocity,
which under competitive pressure has changed into negative
reciprocity or trade. Increased population within the alliance
may have increased competition for scarce resources. This
competition is argued to have switched emphasis from
economic equilibrium, between owners of the surplus and
consuming groups, to competition between consuming groups
for access to finite resources. In the Bunya nut festival, as
described by Morwood (1987), economic reciprocity operates
between seasonally abundant food resources from the Blackall
Ranges and Moreton Bay. The Bogong moth gathering in the
Southern Highlands of New South Wales appears to be an
essentially social rather than risk-minimisation strategy for
some of the participants.

In the Lake Eyre Basin the providers of the surplus food
are not obtaining reciprocity by the sharing of food. In this
circumstance forms of exchange are hypothesised to have
developed. not in order to achieve economic equilibrium, but
to establish inequality between competitors. Risk-management
in the competitive environment of the open alliance system
may have been about out-competing rivals for finite resources.
In times of severe drought when food resources are limited, but
required by all groups in the alliance network, then privileged
access might be given to some groups. Differential access
might not depend on the commodities available for exchange
in the stressful period, but by the close kinship developed by
intermarriage.

The accumulation and distribution of stone axes and the
control of pituri possibly developed to maintain close kinship
resulting in economic competition. The ultimate commodity
may not be the materials exchanged, but the related partner
exchange between groups. Access to resources may be denied
to alliance groups with distant kinships. Although risk-
management may not be an annual requirement it becomes a
permanent economic obligation to preserve the rights and
privileges to access surplus food in times of drought.
Competition within an open alliance system may be greater
than competition between alliances.

It 1s assumed that successful risk-minimisation strategies
raised the minimum availability of foodstuffs, increased
population levels and therefore reduced the effectiveness of the
original risk-minimisation strategy. Economic equilibrium
might have transformed into unequal competition (trade)
between groups in the alliance system through efforts to
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